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ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE BISHRI REGION




The fourth working season of the Syria-Japan Archaeological Joint Mission to the Bishri Region 
was started on the 8th of November of 2007, and was completed on the 12th of December, 2007.
The members of the joint mission from the Syrian and Japanese parties are as follows.
Syrian party: Anas Al-Khabour (Director), Ayham Al-Fahry, Mohamad Ali Jajan and Mohamad 
Ibrahim.
Japanese party: Katsuhiko Ohnuma (Director), Mitsuo Hoshino, Akira Tsuneki, Tomoyasu Kiuchi, 
Atsunori Hasegawa, Yo Negishi, Tsuyoshi Tanaka, Toshio Nakamura, Hidekazu Yoshida, Takeshi 
Saito, Kazuhiro Tsukada, Yusuke Katsurada and Ken-ichi Tanno.
We express our sincerest gratitudes to Dr. Bassam Jamous, the Director General of the Syrian 
　 　
 * Director of the Japanese Archaeological Mission to Bishri (Kokushikan University, Tokyo, JAPAN)
** Director of the Syrian Archaeological Mission to Bishri (Director, Department of Antiquities and Museums, Raqqa, 
SYRIA)
Map 1 Location of archaeological sites around the city of Raqqa including Tell Ghanem al-Ali where the 
Syria/Japan Joint Mission undertook trench excavations in this working season
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Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems, and Dr. Michel Al-Maqdissi, the Syrian Supervising 
Adviser for this joint mission and the Director of Archaeological Excavations and Research at the 
Syrian Directorate General of Antiquities and Musems, who warm-heartedly cooperated with us 
towards the success of this fourth season of work. 
In this working season, we continued the trench excavations in Squares 1 and 2 at the site of Tell 
Ghanem al-Ali, where we initiated excavational works in the third working season in August this 
year, and newly started trench excavations at Squares 3 to 5 to know the archaeological stratigraphy 
at the site in more details. Our geolo-geographical team undertook field survey in their research 
specilities, yielding fruitful results. The village of Ghanem al-Ali was researched in its history, the 
result of this research undoubtedly providing us with valuable information on the history of the site 
of Ghanem al-Ali itself. We also undertook a brief botano-archaeological research at the site of 
Ghanem al-Ali to tell what kinds of cereals the ancient inhabitants at Ghanem al-Ali lived on (Map 
1).
The sections which follow are the preliminary results of the series of works we undertook in this 
working season. 
1.　Geological and Geographical Field Survey
Mitsuo Hoshino (Professor, Nagoya University), 
Tsuyoshi Tanaka (Professor, Nagoya University), 
Toshio Nakamura (Professor, Nagoya University), 
Hidekazu Yoshida (Associate Professor, Nagoya University), 
Takeshi Saito (Associate Professor, Meijo University), 
Kazuhiro Tsukada (Assistant Professor, Nagoya University) 
and Yusuke Katsurada (Research Fellow, Nagoya University)
In the forth working season in November 2007, our geological and environmental research team 
carried out various kinds of field survey in the Bishri Region. We would like to report here on the 
following four selected topics.
Prospect of the basement of Tell Ghanem al-Ali
We newly dug down 1×1 m area into 1.5 m depth at the western foot of Tell Ghanem al-Ali, 
in order to confirm the basement on which the Tell has been constructed. At least five stratigraphic 
layers were distinguished on the wall, as shown in Fig. 1, i.e. surface soil, sun-dried brick, well-
stratified sand/silt, loose sand and silt from top to bottom. The well-stratified sand/silt layer is 
characterised by numerous white spots of gypsum aggregate. This layer also contains potsherds and 
charcoal fragments. From the loose sand layer, a flint core and charcoal fragments are found. Charcoal 
fragments are also found even in the lowermost silt layer.
As described above, charcoal fragments are commonly contained in the lower three layers, which 
suggests the inhabitancy evidence of them. The basement of the Tell may have been under the bottom 
of the dug pit of this time. Drilling is the effective method to prospect the basement level of Tell 
Ghanem al-Ali.
River-Terraces and Their Sediments
We recognized four or more river-terraces based on field observation and topographic map: 1st, 
2nd, 2.5th, 3rd and 4th from lower to higher elevation (Fig. 2). These terraces are well developed 
from Zor Shammar to Wadi el Kharar area. Tell Hammadin and Tell Ghanem al-Ali are located on 
the 1st terrace. The sediments of these terraces are of fluvial and presumably Pleistocene in age.
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The height of the 1st terrace is ca. 230 m above sea level (a.s.l.), and 1-2 m higher than the flood 
plain composed of modern channels, crescent lakes, banks and marshes. We confirmed the sediments 
of the 1st terrace at two localities along the Euphrates River. They consist of sand, gravel and sandy 
mud (Fig. 3). Sand and sandy mud occasionally yield trace fossils of reed roots, indicating that the 
sediments and/or upper ones were deposited in reed marsh.
We found a charcoal-bearing layer (Fig. 4) in the 1st terrace sediments and collected some charcoal 
samples for 14C dating. The age of the sediments is important to know the dawning period of the 
sites of Tells Hammadin and Ghanem al-Ali.
Crescent mounds, ca. 1 m height, can be recognized on the 1st terrace based on the 1:5,000 
topographic maps (1961/62 by Italian Mission). The mounds are most likely banks and/or natural 
Fig. 1　Geologic profile in a newly dug prospecting pit at the western foot of Tell Ghanem al-Ali
Fig. 3　Sediments of the 1st terrace
Fig. 2　Schematic diagram of river terraces of the 
study area
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE BISHRI REGION　173
levees of palaeo-Euphrates River. Present small 
villages on the 1st terraces seem to be located on 
the crescent or long narrow mounds. Tells 
Hammadin and Ghanem al-Ali might have been 
constructed on the mounds.
The level of the 2nd terrace is ca. 237 m (a.s.l.), 
and 7 m higher than that of the 1st terraces. The 
sediments of the 2nd terraces are well outcropped 
along the highway, consisting mostly of gravel and 
sand. Gravel in the lower part is tightly cemented 
with carbonaceous matter. Large amounts of 
gypsum crystals are often found in the sandy 
sediments. The trace fossils of reed roots 
occasionally occur in the sandy sediments. Asphalt-containing stratum was found in gravel of the 
upper part (Fig. 5).
The level of the 2.5th terrace is ca. 240 m (a.s.l.), and 3 m higher than that of 2nd terraces. This terrace 
is indistinctive, and may belong to the 2nd terrace. The sediments of the 2.5th terrace are composed 
of sand. 
The level of the 3rd terraces is 242-245 m (a.s.l.), and 2-5 m higher than the 2.5th terrace. The 
sediments of the 3rd terraces are sand and gravel (Fig. 6). A gravel layer with sub-angular cobbles 
of gypsum is intercalated.
The 4th terraces are the highest and oldest in the study area. The level of them is ca. 250 m 
(a.s.l.), and 5-8 m higher than that of 3rd terraces. The sediments of these terraces have not been studied 
yet.
We distinguish four or more terraces, but some of them might be artificial planes. River-terraces 
and surrounding area are generally utilized by human, and have been changed their topography. In 
this area, the 1st terraces are used as cropland and small villages, and the 2nd and the higher terraces 
locating at the foot of the Bishri Plateau are used as towns.
It is important to clarify the stratigraphic disconformity between terrace deposits indicated by 
broken lines in Fig. 2. More detailed study is needed in and around the study area.
 
Fig. 6　Sediments of the 3rd terrace
Fig. 4　Charcoal-bearing layer in the 1st terrace 
sediments
Fig. 5　Asphalt in the 2nd terrace sediments
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Sampling for 14C Dating
(1) Tell Ghanem al-Ali Site
11 th  November: Square 1 (4 samples)
One charcoal sample was collected from the charcoal layer on the right side of the west wall. In 
addition, one sample was collected from the lowest visible charcoal layer and two samples were 
collected from the 2nd lowest charcoal layer, on the south wall of the Square 1 excavation area. 
These samples may provide the age of habitancy at this site.
(2) Samples from the Terraces of Euphrates
a) 10 th  November
Two charcoal layers were observed on the upper part 
(down to 50 cm from the surface) of the road-side 
terrace (2.5th terrace in Fig. 7). A charred wood of 5 cm 
diameter and 5 cm length was successfully collected 
from the centre of the upper charcoal layer. 14C age 
of this sample may provide us the formation age or, 
at least, the age of the upper limit of the 2.5th terrace.
b) 11 th  November
Two charcoal fragment samples were collected from 
one of the 5m-high terraces facing the Euphrates River 
(1st terrace in Fig. 4). About 3.5 m deep from the 
surface of the terrace, a layer, a bit more brown than 
other part of the wall, was observed. In the layer, small 
fragments of charcoal (£ a few mm) were distributed 10 m wide of the terrace wall. One charcoal 
sample was collected as the gathering of charcoal fragments. Another charcoal sample was collected 
from the part 50 cm upper than the charcoal layer mentioned above. A charcoal fragment of 7-8 
mm in diameter was dug out from the wall. These samples will provide us the formational age of 
the lowest terrace located nearest the Euphrates River.
Occurrence of ‘Asphalt rock’
‘Asphalt rock’ is distributed almost likely as sedimentary strata in Tertiary sandy and/or tuffaceous 
sandstone (Fig. 8), located at 45 km south of the town of Ghanem Ali. The thickness is about a 
few to 10 meters and is distributed more than several km2, as far as the field observation is concerned. 
The rock colour is of black to dark brown, containing probably fine- to medium-sized quartz grains. 
Greyish silty layer is also observed within the ‘Asphalt rock’ (Fig. 9), including shell fossils showing 
the silty layer deposited at the shallow seabed. This occurrence suggests that the two types of formation 
of ‘Asphalt rock’ as follows. 
(1) Case 1: Deposition type formation
This is due to the sequential occurrence of Asphalt rock (strata) and surrounding formation. In 
particular, we can observe intercalated silty layer with shell fossil suggesting the sequential deposition 
of asphalt and silty layer within asphalt at the seabed. In case, it is reasonable to consider that the source 
of asphalt was from subsurface to spread the seabed and silty layer, shell having been covered 
thereafter. This might be happened due to differences of density of asphalt (or asphalt containing 
sandstone) and lack of asphalt sediments in surrounding deposits.
(2) Case 2: Intrusion type formation
Another possible case of formation is probably by the asphalt intrusion after all sediments have 
Fig. 7　The 2.5th terrace and a charred wood
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Fig. 8　Asphalt deposit
Fig. 9　‘Asphalt layer’ with tuffaceous silty sediments
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been settled. In case, however, it is necessary to expect the high porosity sediments (e.g. sandstone) 
which behaves as a host rock absorbing penetrating ‘asphalt’, and high intrusion pressure and/or 
compaction pressure leading to distribution like a layer in such wide square areas. It is rather difficult, 
however, to estimate the high compaction pressure in terms of the covered sediments in the situation 
of present occurrence, i.e. the distribution very near to the surface — Is there enough to supply high 
compaction pressure by such a thin covered layer, or was it already eroded after intrusion?. Another 
question arises also. Is there possible to form relatively sharp boundary with intercalated and covered 
sediments by intrusion? These questions can be solved by ordinary geological mapping and 
observation of thin-section, etc.
2.　Trench excavation in Square 1 of Tell Ghanem al-Ali
Atsunori Hasegawa (Doctoral Course, Graduate 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
the University of Tsukuba)
We were able to confirm a lot of remains, such as lines of white mud or stones, to observe the 
surface of Tell Ghanem al-Ali. Some lines had one or two corners, and the other formed the shape 
of square (Fig. 10). In the field work of the second season, we made a detailed contour map of Tell 
Ghanem al-Ali and grasped almost all of its plan. As the result of the making of the contour map, 
it proved that they clustered on the north and east slopes of the tell in particular. At present, the 
center of the tell is used as a cemetery of modern people who live in the village of Ghanem al-Ali. 
Though we could not confirm archaeological remains at the center of the tell, it is highly probable 
Fig. 10　Archaeological remains on the surface 
of the tell
Fig. 11　Strs. 2 and 9 in Area 1 (from the east)
Fig. 12　Strs. 10 and 11 in Area 2 (from the west) Fig. 13　Hearth in Str. 11 (from the south)
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that they existed on the most part of the tell. These remains wait for archaeological investigation.
The objective of excavations in Square 1 is to investigate the construction of remains that were 
viewed on the surface of the tell and to know the period of the habitation of the tell. To approach 
this objective, we selected the east slope of the tell where many remains were concentrated. Square 
1, 10 m (east-west) ¥ 10 m (north-south), was set on the east slope where we had confirmed a 
remain square in shape. The trench excavation in this square already started in the third field season 
in August 2007. 
In Square 1, we have revealed three main structure areas as follows:
Area 1: south-west of Square 1 ---- Str. 2 and Str. 9.
Area 2: north-west of Square 1 ---- Str. 3, Str. 10 and Str. 11.
Area 3: south-east of Square 1 ---- Str. 8.
The architectural foundations of these structures were identified with basic walls running along 
the north-south and east-west axes.
Area 1
It had remains mentioned at the beginning of this report. In the third field season in august 2007, 
we encountered a stone structure (Str. 2) ca.10 cm below the ground as soon as we removed the surface 
layer. This structure consisted of three walls of stone. North and South walls extended towards the 
west. East wall extended towards the north and was combined to other walls at both ends. It had 
been preserved well, and we confirmed 6 rows of stone at least, continuing some 80 cm from the 
top row downwards. In this season, we identified new walls of stone which formed the shape of 
“T” (Str. 9) (Fig, 11) towards the east and under the bottom of the south wall of Str. 2. The south 
wall was located just inside of the south wall of Str. 2 and extended towards the East wall of Str. 
2. Other wall was extended toward the north in the middle of the South wall of Str. 9. This wall 
was attached to the North wall of Str. 2. It was associated with two small rooms. It seems that Str. 
9 reused the East and North walls of Str. 2 jointly. In other words, two small rooms along the east-
west axis (Str. 9) were reconstructed into one room, expanding toward the south (Str. 2).
Area 2
This area is directed to the north of Area 1. In the third field season, a small structure was confirmed 
in the shape of rectangle (Str. 3). It is constructed with tuf wall (Fig. 12). In this season, we confirmed 
a stone foundation below the west wall of Str. 3. On the same level to the north, another stone 
foundation was identified in the shape of “L”. It appears that these two stone foundations constituted 
the same structure (Str. 10). Just below the level of Str. 10 on the other hand, the tuf walls of the 
room shaping regular square were identified (Str. 11), which were close to Str. 10. A part of the 
east wall and the north wall of Str. 11 had stone foundation, but the east and south walls on the 
whole did not have it. A small hearth was found in the north-west room attached to the north wall 
(Fig. 13). It seems that the room in Area 2 was reconstructed twice at least. Firstly, the regular square 
room (Str. 11) was expanded towards the north. Secondly, the rectangle room (Str. 10) was reduced 
toward the south.
Area 3
This area is to the east of Area 2. The room in the shape of regular square was identified (Str. 
8, Fig. 14). It is important that the walls were mainly constructed with mud-bricks, orange and brown 
in color. At least 5 rows of mud-bricks were confirmed in well-preserved wall (Fig. 15). Except 
the east wall, walls had stone foundation. The east sections in Area 3 demonstrates that the wall 
of mud-bricks had been preserved from the surface downwards. We should have dug very carefully 
on the surface. Inside this room, we collected a cooking-pot ware which was almost complete (Fig. 
16). 
It seem that both rooms in Areas 1 and 2 had been reconstructed during a short time. And, some 
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parts of the walls were reused after being reconstructed in both areas. All structures mentioned above 
probably belonged to the Early Bronze Age III. Typical chronological markers in pottery were the 
metallic ware and the Euphrates ware.
3.　Trench excavation in Square 2 of Tell Ghanem al-Ali
Tomoyasu Kiuchi (Doctoral Course, Graduate School of  
Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo)
Square 2 lies in the northern slope of the tell. It measures 4 m by ca. 27 m including 50 cm 
baulk on each sides. We opened it to see the occupational sequences of the tell in the last season, 
August 2007. In this season, we continued to dig down. To go deeper efficiently, we made this trench 
stepped. We could identify at least four building levels as below, though it is sometimes difficult 
to see the building plans because of its narrowness.
Level 1
Last season, we reported two parallel stone walls. This season, we found another parallel wall in 
the north of these stone walls (Fig. 17). All of them stood in the east-west direction.
The Tannur which is also reported in the last season was dug to the bottom. Gravel was paved 
at the bottom and ash accumulated on it. It was on the west section of the square (Fig. 18). 
Level 2
Three adjoining rooms were revealed. Their arrangement is in the north-south direction. All of 
Fig. 14　Str. 8 in Area 3 (from the east) Fig. 15　East section of Str. 8 (from the west)
Fig. 16　Cooking-pot ware in Str. 8 (from the east)
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them have entrances facing west. The southernmost and the central 
rooms have the doorway between them (Fig. 19).
In the south of them, we found another room. It has (a) gypsum 
floor(s). In part, it sank in a circle (Fig. 20). It sank because it was 
only 5 mm thick and a Tannur existed just beneath it (Fig. 21). This 
room was built earlier than the three-room building mentioned 
above and had continued to be used when the three-room building 
was built (a wall in the east-west direction shared).
Level 3
It is very difficult to see the plan of level 3, because some stone 
walls were reused (and probably removed in part) when the level 
2 buildings were built. 
The evidence of reuse can be seen on the east section (Fig. 22). 
The Level 3 wall on the east section in Fig. 22 continues to the north 
and remains more than 1 m in height. In part, very large stones were 
used (Fig. 23).
Below the bottom of the southernmost room of the three-room 
building, level 2, we found two pots (Fig. 24). Inside the one on the west, we found a complete 
bowl and an animal figurine (Figs. 25 and 26). Below the bottom of the central room, gravel 
concentration and stones were found (Fig. 27). The former might be the bottom of a Tannur, though 
Fig. 19 Three-room building from 
the south
Fig. 17　Level 1 wall (left one, other walls are 
level 2 and 3), from the west (from the 
south).
Fig. 18　Tannur on the west section, from the 
east
Fig. 20　Gypsum floor, from the south. There 
is a depression in the center
Fig. 21　Tannur beneath the gypsum floor, from 
the south
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we did not find any upper part of it. The latter might be a pillar or a part of a wall.
Level 4 or lower
We made step at the north of the central room of the three-room building, level 2. As for level 
4 or lower, we revealed archaeological traces only in the second step.
Fig. 22　East section from the west. Left (lower) 
one is level 3/2, and right (upper) one is 
level 2
Fig. 23　Massive wall of level 3/2, from the west
Fig. 26　Animal figurine (equid, unbaked) Fig. 27 Gravel concentration (probably Tannur), 
and Stones below the central room of 
level 2, from the east
Fig. 24　Two pots below south room of level 
2, from the north-west. Inside of right 
(west) one, we found a complete bowl 
(Fig.25) and an animal figurine (Fig. 
26).
Fig. 25　Complete bowl
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A mud-brick wall in the north-south direction was found on the south and west sections in the 
second step (Fig. 28). This wall was surely lower than the bottom of the Level 3 stone-wall and 
the only feature of level 4 that we found in this season. 
Apart from the mud-brick wall, we found another stone wall in the lower part of the trench (Fig. 
29). The wall is still to be exposed in the next season. It is, however, difficult to place it in the 
stratigraphical sequence, even if we reach the bottom of the wall. This is because the wall is buried 
under surface soil. Its distinctive features are width and direction, with the width measuring more 
than 2.4 m and lying in the northwest-southeast direction. This wall might have been a part of a 
city-wall or enclosure for higher part of the tell. As mentioned above, all the walls in the upper 
levels lie in the north-south/east-west direction.
Periods
It is difficult to present the date precisely, because the pottery is still to be studied. Roughly 
speaking, the four levels range from the Early Bronze (EB) III to EB IVa periods. The upper levels 
probably date around the early half of the EB IVa, considering the presence of the Black Euphrates 
Ware and the Smeared Wash Ware as well as the absence of some pottery typical in Squares 3 and 
5. The lower levels certainly dates back to the EB III, considering the presence of the Metallic 
Ware and some typical forms of the pottery of this period (e.g. Vertical-wall with banded rim). In 
this view, the lower levels probably date to the same period as Square 1.
4.　Trench excavation in Squares 3 – 5 of Tell Ghanem al-Ali
Yo Negishi (Doctoral Course, Graduate 
School of Humanities and Sociology, 
the University of Tokyo)
Summary of trench excavations of Squares 3 to 5
We started trench excavations in Squares 3-5 at Tell Ghanem al-Ali on November 14th, and 
completed the works on December 6th. Because they were trial excavations, the size of each trench 
was planned as 2 ¥ 2.5 m, 2 ¥ 2 m, 1 ¥ 5 m respectively. Squares 3 and 4 were planned to collect 
the artifacts (esp. ceramics) that were to be dated later than ones from Squares 1 and 2. Excavatiobn 
in Square 5 was planned to search for the city wall structure in the southern slope of this Tell. 
Fig. 28　South section of the second step, from 
the north. The left stone wall is level 3/2 
(cf. Fig. 23). The mud brick wall (not 
removed yet) is on the right side. Every 
layer is sloping from east (right) to west 
(left)
Fig. 29　Massive wall (not fully excavated), 
from the north-east
182　Katsuhiko OHNUMA and Anas Al-KHABOUR
Description of Squares 3 to 5
Square 3
In the first level, we found a pit just under the surface (Fig. 30). A jar found in this pit should 
be dated to the EBⅣ Period based on its features. 
In the next level, we found some potteries and other artifacts on the house floor made of plaster 
(Fig. 31). Among them, the small bottle-like vessel found on the house floor had a zoomorphic feature 
(Fig. 32). 4 legs and a tail are applied on its side (Fig. 33). This could be an unique example of 
clay figure in the EB Age. We can expect much more plentiful achievements around this square on 
the future research.
Fig. 34　Excavation level reached at 80 cm 
below the surface, Square 4
Fig. 30　Grooved rim jar found in a pit, Square 3 Fig. 31　Pottery fragments scattered on the 
house floor, Square 3
Fig. 32　Pottery concentration on the house 
floor, Square 3
Fig. 33　Zoomorphic clay figure from Square 3
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Square 4
We found thick cultural layers containing ash and animal bones (Fig. 34). Because the typological 
features of unearthed potteries are a little different from ones of Squares 1 and 2, we can’t clarify 
the detailed archaeological phase which these layers belong to. In result, we couldn’t find any 
structures on the same level, so we decided to stop the excavation on this level.
Square 5 
We found some pottery sherds which were dated comparably later than the ones from Squares 1 
and 2. At the center of this trench (Fig. 35), we found a probable mud wall structure (tauf) and 
the stone walls just beneath it (Fig. 36). While there is no direct evidence that these structures were 
related to city wall, we can confirm some structures on the southern slope of this Tell at least. We 
decided to stop the excavation on this level.
5.　Water-floatation of soil samples from Tell Ghanem al-Ali
Ken-ichi Tanno (Research Institute for 
Humanity and Nature, Kyoto)
Five soil samples were collected this season for water-floatation. Out of them 3 were from potteries, 
1 from tanor and a simple ashy soil (listed below). 
The samples Sq.2-bask. 25 and Sq. 2-bask. 40, both from pottery and with some visible fragments 
of charred plants, were used for the water-floatation collecting system. The former shows some 
large Leguminosae seeds and 5 lower jaws of probably small rodents. The Leguminosae seed may 
belong to Prosopis sp. which is often related to pastoralism due to the toxic nature; animal do not 
eat this plant. The latter sample includes various sizes of barley seeds, implying variations of its 
cultivation status. These barleys are most probably cultivated because the natural habitat of this 
plant is far away from TGA site. 
Fig. 35　Level of excavation ultimately reached, 
Square 5
Fig. 36 Mud wall (tauf) and stone walls, Square 5
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These observations are temporal results, drawn by naked eyes, and further study must be carried 
out using microscope.
Soils samples corrected in this season are:
1) Square 2-basket 18 (20071114 corrected by Kiuchi), 2.7 littres, ash from bottom of tannor
2) Sq.2-bask.25 (20071114 corrected by Kiuchi), 8.0 littres, inside of a cooking pot
3) Sq.2-bask.40 (20071117 corrected by Kiuchi), 4.5 littres, inside of a pottery
4) Sq.2-bask.43 (20071115 corrected by Kiuchi), 0.5 littres, ash from bottom of a pottery 
5) Sq.3-bask.3-Str.1 (20071115 corrected by Negishi), 0.5 littres, ash
6.　A Short History of Ganam al-Ali Village
Akira Tsuneki（Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
the University of Tsukuba)
Tell Ganam al-Ali is located just northeast of a modern village named Ganam al-Ali. The tell surface 
has been used as a graveyard by the villagers of Ganam al-Ali. The villagers also make other four 
cemeteries on the slope of the river terrace behind the village. Therefore, the author is interested in 
the relationship between the cemeteries and the human groups of the village. For understanding this 
relationship, the author started to gather the information from the villagers about the history of Ganam 
al-Ali village. This report presents a short history about the Ganam al-Ali Village.
Ganam al-Ali village is located on the right bank of the Euphrates about 50 km downstream from 
the city of ar-Raqqa. The village is situated under the cliff of the river terrace, three kilometers 
away from the Euphrates River modern stream. It belongs to Nahia Sabha and Mohafaza ar-Raqqa. 
The village name, Ganam al-Ali, came from a person who lived around two centuries ago in 
Halabiya Zalabiyah, about 50 km downstream along the Euphrates. The villagers of Ganam al-Ali 
believed that all of them are the descendants of that man. The story of his descendants will be discussed 
later. People of Ganam al-Ali belong to Subeat Ashira, and Bu-Shaba’an Qabila. The present Ganam 
Fig. 37　Tell Ganam al-Ali and the EB cemeteries
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al-Ali village has only sixty years history and one of the typical newly established settlements along 
the Euphrates. There are about 700 households and c.10,000 inhabitants in this village now. The major 
subsistence of the villagers is agriculture and stock farming. Cotton, wheat, sugar beet and vegetables 
are the main crops of agriculture. The farmland of the village covers 8,000 donoms (c. 800ha). Sheep 
pasturage is also important subsistence, and villagers breed about 40,000 sheep in total.
Early Bronze Age Cemeteries
Though the history of the present Ganam al-Ali dates back only 60 years, we can observe the 
archaeological sites in and around the present village. As these archaeological sites date back at 
least to the Early Bronze Age, it can be said that a history of Ganam al-Ali can date back to the 
same period at least. One of the EB site is, of course, Tell Ganam al-Ali. The details of the site 
are discussed in elsewhere of our report. Another EB site is a cemetery near the cliff of the river terrace. 
The small hills on the river terrace behind the eastern end of the village are called Gabr al-Muftar 
(Grave of a judge in Arabic) and Tell Tantour Shabout (Shabout is a name of man, but a fish-shaped 
mound in meaning). Between these hills, a small wadi, named Wadi Daba, flows toward the north. 
We can observe a large number of shaft graves on the western slope of Wadi Daba (Fig. 37).
The entrance of the shaft graves shows a rough square shape, and a small horizontal chamber 
connecting with the shaft can be observed in some better preserved graves (Fig. 40). However, almost 
all of the graves seem to have been robbed seriously. Some EB potsherds, including so-called 
Euphrates Ware, could be collected in and around the entrance of the shaft graves (Fig. 41). Local 
people taught us that a cemetery of shaft graves continued from Wadi Daba to the northeastern 
slope of Gabr al-Muhtar. However, the slope of Gabr al-Muhtar was destroyed by the expansion of 
the village, and the old graves there were shaved off completely. 
A series of the Early Bronze Age graveyards are also observed on the cliff of the river terrace behind 
Ganam al-Ali Village. The graveyard concentration was observed especially on the river terrace called 
Fig. 38　EB graves at Wadi Daba (1) Fig. 39　EB graves at Wadi Daba (2)
Fig. 40　Entrance of one EB shaft grave Fig. 41　Potsherds found at Wadi Daba
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Tell Shabout (Fig. 42), east of Wadi Daba. 
On the flat land behind the cliff, many small hills, originated from the gypsum-based rock and 
soil, continue to the south. The EB people dug many shafts into such hills for the construction of 
graves, and each hill has dozens of graves (Fig. 43). Large numbers of graveyards were visible 
from the cliff of the river terrace to the inside flat land, c.1.5km south of the cliff (Fig. 44). Shaft graves 
are the major type, and some have a square-shaped entrance (Fig. 45). A stone-chambered type was 
Fig. 42　Distant view of Tell Shabout Fig. 43　One graveyard in Tell Shabout
Fig. 44　Many graveyards visible from the cliff of Tell Shabout
Fig. 45　Shaft grave with a square entrance Fig. 46　Stone chambered grave
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also observed among the graves (Fig. 46). Almost all 
of the potsherds collected in and around the shaft graves 
are typical EBIII and EBIV varieties (Figs. 47, 48), and 
they are very similar to those discovered from the 
excavations at Tell Ganam al-Ali.
It is supposed that the shape and structure of Tell 
Shabout graves are similar to those of the shaft type 
grave, with or without a connecting horizontal chamber, 
and stone chambered grave, excavated by the German 
mission at Abu Hamed, c. 1.5 km south of Ganam al-
Ali (Falb et al. 2005). 
The excavations at Abu Hamed produced a variety 
of graves, including shaft grave, shaft grave with 
connecting chamber, stone-chambered grave, and brick-
chambered grave, and all of the graves date to EBIII and 
EBIVA periods. It is quite certain that Tell Shabout 
graves belong to the same categorical structure in the 
same period. In fact, the site of Abu Hamed and a series 
of Tell Shabout graveyards adjoin each other, and we 
can suppose that Abu Hamed cemetery was the 
southernmost part of the huge EB memorial park of Tell 
Shabout. 
It can be also supposed that the EB graveyard of Wadi Daba was the northernmost part of the 
same memorial park, although the collected potsherds there indicate a little bit different periods within 
the Early Bronze Age. So, who made a large number of graves in the huge memorial park from 
Wadi Daba through Tell Shabout to Abu Hamed? The most probable candidate was the inhabitants 
of Tell Ganam al-Ali. Because our excavations at Tell Ganam al-Ali have so far demonstrated that 
the EBIII and the EBIVA periods were one of the main occupational layers there. The distance from 
Tell Ganam al-Ali and Wadi Daba cemetery is less than 500 meters, and Wadi Daba is the nearest 
river terrace from Tell Ganam al-Ali. Tell Shabout was the next to Wadi Daba, and Abu Hamed 
was the other next to Tell Shabout. Therefore, it is quite probable that the Early Bronze Age cemetery 
of these areas had been constructed by the habitants of Tell Ganam al-Ali.
Modern History of Ganam al-Ali Village
As mentioned above, the village name of Ganam al-Ali came from the man’s name, who lived 
in Halabiya Zalabiyah around two centuries ago. It is said that his family met some agricultural 
land problems and decided to go out from Halabiya Zalabiyah. His five sons, Mohsen, Diab, 
Mohamad, Fsein, and Ajil, migrated from Halabiya Zalabiyah, through all their fortunes, then they 
finally settled at the river bank near modern Ganam al-Ali. These five sons had their own sons as 
follows.
Mohsen; al-Qoran
Diab; Hameidat, al-Kalash, al-Qoran
Mohamad; Hamad al-Ali
Fsein; al-Habib, al-Mardouf, Halaf-Abdoula
Ajil; al-Shabhar
Though the descendants of al-Qoran, the son of Mohsen, left the village about forty years ago, 
other descendants of eight sons continue to live together and consist of basic families in Ganam 
Figs. 47, 48　Potsherds and bronze fragments 
collected from Tell Shabout 
graveyards
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al-Ali village. Another family, al-Subeat, joined them later. Al-Subea was one of nephews of Ganam 
al-Ali. Therefore, nine basic big families are living in Ganam al-Ali village. The flood of the Euphrates 
damaged the old Ganam al-Ali village near the Euphrates stream, and the villagers moved the village 
near to the cliff of the river terrace, i.e. the place of the present Ganam al-Ali village in 1947. It 
is said that around 100 households moved to the present Ganam al-Ali village. Since then, Ganam 
Fig. 49　A view of the present Ganam al-Ali village from the behind cliff
Fig. 50　Location of each big family’s habitation area and its cemetery at Ganam al-Ali
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al-Ali village has continued to develop, and at present it consists of c.700 households, having c. 10,000 
population, as mentioned above (Fig. 49).
Though there are nine big families in the present Ganam al-Ali village, all of the present villagers 
belong to the same tribal group. Ashira is al-Subeat, the name of father of Ganam al-Ali, and he 
belonged to ninth former generation ascending from the present. Qabila is Bu-Shaba’an, following 
the name of much older ancestor.
The distinction of big families may affect the daily life of the villagers of Ganam al-Ali. For 
example, the habitation areas have been roughly regulated based on the big families. The biggest 
family, Hameidat, occupies the central part of the village, and each big family shares different part 
of the village (Fig. 50). Al-Subeat, a sole big family originated from non-direct brotherly descendants 
and joined later, shares the edge of the village near Wadi Harar.
The most clear difference can be visible in the location of cemeteries.
The first and sole cemetery for Ganam al-Ali villagers was Tell Ganam al-Ali, located 1 km east 
of the village beyond the highway (Fig. 51). The surface of the tell have been covered with many 
modern graves, constructed by villagers of all big families. However, after 40 years from the 
foundation of the village, some big families began to make their own cemeteries beside their habitation 
Figs. 53–55　Modern cemeteries (No. 3, No. 
4, No. 5)
Fig. 51 Modern cemetery (No.1) on Tell 
Ganam al-Ali
Fig. 52　Modern cemetery (No.2)
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area in the village. Nowadays, there are five cemeteries, including Tell Ganam al-Ali (no. 1), for 
Ganam al-Ali villagers. Cemetery near Wadi Harar (no. 2) is for al-Subeat family (Fig. 52). One 
near Wadi Nadir (No. 3) is for al-Habib, al-Mardouf and Halaf-Abdoula families (Fig. 53). One 
(No. 4) is for Hameidat and al-Qoran families (Fig. 54). One near Wadi Ges (No. 5) is for Hamad 
al-Ali and al-Kalash families (Fig. 55). Other families still continue to use Tell Ganam al-Ali as 
their cemeteries. Based on these occupational and cemetery regulations, we can recognize that the 
old family kinships roughly survived until today in Ganam al-Ali village.
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